Blank Verse
Meaning
Blank Verse is a type of poetry which does not have end rhymes but relies on the rhythmic pattern for its poetic structure.
Origin
Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, is credited with introducing blank verse into English poetry, particularly through his translations of Virgil’s Aeneid in the 16th century. He adapted the unrhymed iambic pentameter from classical Latin verse, which did not rely on rhyme but on meter.
 Characteristics
a) It is unrhymed and therefore flexible.
b) It follows a metrical pattern called iambic pentameter but unrhymed.
c) It is used for dramatic purposes, because it closely resembles the natural rhythm of English speech. Therefore, it is suitable for epic poetry and plays.
Structure
Blank verse typically consists of lines with ten syllables, where the even-numbered syllables i.e. 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th, and 10th are stressed or emphasized. For example-
‘To be, or not to be, that is the question:
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them. To die: to sleep;’
The above-mentioned lines or soliloquy is taken from William Shakespear’s Hamlet. It is one the perfect examples of Blank verse. Here, we can observe that, it is following the pattern of iambic pentameter, yet without any rhyme scheme.
Conclusion
Blank verse was popularized in English literature by Henry Howard, but later on Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare are the two writers most responsible for establishing blank verse as a dominant form in English drama and poetry. It is also John Milton, who cemented blank verse's status by using it in his epic poem Paradise Lost, showing that the form could also be used for grand, non-dramatic purposes.
