Characters:
"My Beautiful Laundrette" is a screenplay written by Hanif Kureishi rather than a novel, so it primarily features characters rather than being based on a novel. Here are the main characters from the screenplay:
1. Omar Ali: The protagonist of the story, a young British-Pakistani man who takes over his uncle's laundrette and transforms it into a successful business.
2. Johnny Burfoot: Omar's old friend and former lover who becomes involved in the renovation and management of the laundrette.
3. Nasser: Omar's wealthy and ambitious uncle who offers him the opportunity to run the laundrette. He is a cheerfully corrupt Thatcherite entrepreneur and opportunist, whose main business tenet is knowing “how to squeeze the tits of the system.” As a Pakistani family loyalist, though, he has his values and principles, notwithstanding his also having a white mistress, Rachel. Nasser says of Pakistan. “It’s beginning to interfere with the making of money.” Johnny jokingly calls Omar “Omo,” which conflates “homo” with the name of a popular brand of laundry detergent.
4. Hussein: Omar’s father, formerly a campaigning socialist journalist and friend of Pakistan’s reformist prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, has been unable to adjust. The rise of the racist National Front political party and the Thatcher government’s aggressive monetarism have sickened him. Since the suicide of his wife, he has become a mostly bedridden alcoholic, cared for by Omar in a miserable flat. He struggles with his ideals and the realities of life as a Pakistani immigrant in Britain.

5. Tania: Omar's cousin, who has radical political views and becomes involved in activism.
6. Rachel: Johnny's girlfriend, who works as a hairdresser and has conflicted feelings about Johnny's involvement with Omar.
7. Papa: Nasser's right-hand man who is deeply loyal to him and helps Omar in running the laundrette.
These characters navigate themes of identity, race, sexuality, and social change in 1980s Britain, making "My Beautiful Laundrette" a notable exploration of multiculturalism and societal issues.

